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Joining

Simultaneously remove the pipe and fitting from the tool using a quick snap action. Inspect

the melt pattern for unifonnity and immediately insert the pipe squarely and fully into the

socket of the fitting until the fitting contacts the cold ring. Twisting of the pipe or fitting

should not be done during or after the insertion

Cooling

Hold or block the pipe in place so that the pipe cannot come out of the joint while the mating

surfaces are cooling. Cooling times will be listed in the pipe or fitting manufacturer's

instmctions.

8.4 Electrofusion

This technique of heat fusion joining is somewhat different from the conventional fusion

joining thus far described. The main difference between conventional heat fusion and

electrofusion is the method by which the heat is applied. In conventional heat fusion joining,

a heating tool is used to heat the pipe and fitting surfaces. The electrofusion joint is heated

internally, either by a conductor at the interface of the joint or, as in one design, by a

conductive polymer. Heat is created as an electric current is applied to the conductive

material in the fitting. Figure illustrates a typical electrofusion joint, and Figure (b) illustrates

an electrofusion control box and fitting.
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